i

-
o =
A ==y

.'.. ‘ -

! :
‘.
i

»

T

LA

. AT b Ty
-

el
—

-

19w .
= Gl =S

w il TSN
e

RCH OF MR. CALNOYN, OF 8. C.,
__ ON THE SLAVERY @UESTION.
Debivered in the Senateof the Unitel States, Mareh 4th, 1850.
I have, Senators, ~ M“ﬂdm -
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eall ¥he attention of the two groal parties which di-
vide the country, Lo adopt some medsures to prevent so great
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eadah is the almost universsl discontent which per-
s States com
'. g Tteo

the Scuthern section of the

exte discontent is not of recent qu-

with the agitation of the slavery question
and has been ever gince. The next question, “:lng
onn farther back. is—What has caused this widely diffu-

‘pod almost universal discontent 1
It is & great mistake to , 43 is by some, that it ori-
with , who excited discontent with

: : of aiding their persens]l advancement, or with
the ambition of eertain politicians, who resorted

30 ltwathe means of rotrieving their fortunes. On the con-
trary, all the great political influences of the section were ar-
ra yed agnrinst excitement, and exerted to the utmost to kecE

the people quiet. The mass of the people of the Sout
were as in tho pther section, into igs and Demo-
The leaders and the in the South were very
s to provent excitement and preserve quict ; becaus

it was scen the effects of the fuormer would necessari
- tond 30 weaken, if not destroy, the political tics which united
them with their respective partics in the other seetion. Those
who know the strength of y ties will readily appreciate
.lh!ﬂm foree which this cause exerted against agitation
and in of preserving quiet. But, as great as it was, it
was not suficient to prevent the wide-spread discontent which
now pervades the segtion. No; some cause, far deeper and
more powerful than the one sed, must exist, to account
for discontent so widé and deep. The question then recurs—
What is the cause of this discontent? It will be found in
the belief of the people of the Southern States, as prevalentas
the discontent itself, that thoy cannet remain, as things now
are, confistently with honor and safety, in the Union. The
ﬂe:l!. question to be considered is—What has caused this be-

L

Ono of the causes is, undoubtly; to be traced to the long
eontinued agitation of the slave question on the part of the
north, and the many aggressions which they have made on
the rights of the sonth during the time. I will not enumer-
ate tl;em at present, as it will be done bereafter in its pro-
per place.

Thore is another lying back of it, with which this is inti-
mately connected, that may be regarded ns the great and
primary cause That is to be found in she fact that the
equilibrium between the two seciionsz in the government, as
it stood when the constitution was ratified and the govern-
ment put in action, has been destroyed. At that time there
was pearly a perfect equilibrium between the two, which af-
forded ample means to each to protect itself agninst the ag-

ession of Lthe other ;: but, as it now stands, one section has

exelusivo power of controlling the government, which
leaves the other without any adequate meauns of protecting
itself against its encroachment and oppression. To place
this subject distinctly before you, 1 have, Senators, pre-
pared a briel statistical statoment, showing the relative
woight of the two sections in the government under the first
consus of 1790 and the last census of 1840.

According te the former, the population of the United
States, ino.luding Vermont, Kentucky, and Tennessee, which
then were in their incipient condition of becoming States,
bat were not actually admitted, amounted to 3929827, Of
this mumbor the Northern States had 1,977,809, und the
Seathern 1,852,072, making a difference of only 25,827 in
favor of the former States. The number of States, includ-

ing Vermont, Kentucky, and Tenunessce, were sixteen; of

w eight, including Vermont; belonged to the Northern
soction, and eight, including Kentucky and Tennessee, to
the Southern, making an equal division of the States be-
tween the two sections under the first census. There was »
small rance in the House of Repretentatives, and in
the electoral college in fuvor of the Northern, owing to the
fact that, aceording to the provisions of the constitution, in
estimating federal numbers, five slaves count but three ; but
it was too small to affect sensibly the perfect equilibrium,
which, with that exception, existed at the time. Such was
the equality of the two sections when the States composing
them agrred te enter into & Federal Union. Sinece then the
equilibrium betwoen them has been greatly disturbed.
According to the last census the a gte population of
the United States amounted to l7.%? 57, of which the
Northern section contained 9,728, 920, and the Southern 7,-
334,437, making a difference, in round numbers, of 2,400,000.
The numher of States had increased from sixteen to twenty-
six, making an addition of ten States. In the mean time the
position of Delaware had become doubtful as te which sec-
tion she properly belongs. Considering her as neutral, the
Northern States will have thirteen and the Southern States
twelve, making a difference in the Senate of two Senators in
favor of the former. According to the apportionment under
the census of 1840, there were members of the House of
Representatives, of which the Northern States had 135, and
the Seuthorn States (considering Delaware as neutral) 87,
a difference in favor of the former in the House of
Representatives of 48. The difference in the Senate of two
members added to this, gives to the North in the electoral
college, a majority of Since the eensus of 1840, four
States have been added to the Union ; lowa, Wisconsin, Flo-
rida, and Texas. They leave the difforence in the Senate as
it stood wheu. the consus was taken ; but add two to the side
of the North in the House, making the present majority in
the House in its favor of 50, and in the electoral college of 52.
The result of the whole is to give the Northern section a
predominance in every department of the Government, and
thereby concentrate in it the two elements which constitute
the Federal Government ; majority of States, and & majority
of their population, estimated in federal numbers. Whatev-
or section conceptrates the two in itself possesses the control
of the entire Government,

But we are just at the close of the sixth decade, and the
commencement of the seventh. TH\ census is to be taken
this year, which must add greatly $o the decided preponder-
ance of the North in the House of Representatives and in the
electoral college. The prospect is, also, that s great inerease
will be added to its present preponderance in the Senate du-
ring the period of the deeade by the addition of new States.
Two territories, Oregon and Minnesota, are already in pro-
ilmu. and strenuous efforts are making to bring in three ad-

tional States from the territory reoently conquered from
Mexico, which, if successful, will add three other Statesina
short time to the Northern section, making five States, and
increasing the present number of itz States from fifteen to
twenty, and of its Senators from thirty to forty. On the con-
trary, there is not a single territory in progress in the South-
ern section, and no cortainty that any additional State will
br added to it during the decade. The prospect then is, that

the two sections in the Senate, should the efforts now made

to sxclude the South from the newly acquired territories suc-

%MG, before the end of the decade, twenty North-

erh to twelve Southern, (considering Delaware ns neu-
E. and forty Northern Senators te twenty-four Southern.
is great increase of Scoators, added to the great increase

of members of the House of Hepresentatives and electoral

eolloae on the part of the North, which must take place un-
der the next decads, will effectunlly and irretrievably destroy
the equilibrium which existed whon the government com-

Had this destruction been the operation of time, without
the intorforence of government, the South would have had no
roason (o complain ; but such was not the fact. It wascaus-
ed bgothe legislation of this govarnment, which was appointed
as the common agent of all, and ch with the protection
of the interests and security of all. The legislation by which
it has been effected, may be classed under three heads. The
first is, that series of actsby which the South has been ex-
cluded from- the common territories belonging to all of the
States, as the members of the Federal Union, and which have
had the effect of oxtending vastly the portion allotted to the
Northern section, and restricting within narrow limits, the

rtion left the South. The next consists in adopting a sys-

em of revenue and disbursements, by which an undue pro-
rtion of the burthen of taxation has been imposed upon the
: , and an undus proportion of its p a priated
to the North ; and the last i a system of politicl'l)p;omnru,
by which the original character of the government has been
radically changed. I propese to bestow upon each of these,
in the ordor they stand, a fow remarks, with the view of
of thowing that it is owing to the action of this government
that the equilibrium between the two sections has been de-
stroyed, and the whole powers of the system centered in a
soctional majority.
The first of the series of acts by which the South was de-
ived of its due share of the Territeries, originated with the
nfederacy, which proceded the existence of this Govern-
ment. It is to be found in the provision of the ordinsnce of
1787. ]ts effect was ta exclude the South entirely from that
vast sud fertile region which lics between the Ohio and the
.\Ii-hdfgi rivers, now embracing five Stutes and one Terri-
tory. T'he noxt of the series is the Missouri compromise,
which sxcluded the South from that large portion of Louisi-
ana which lics north of 86 30, excepting what is included in
the State of [\issouri. The last of the series excluded the
South from the whole of the Oregon Territory. All these,in
the siang of the day, were what are called slave territories,
and not [ree soil ; that is, territories belonging to the slave-
boldin wers and open to the emigration of the masters
ar slaves. 0%? these scveral aots, the South was ex-
cluded from 1,233, square miles, an extent of country con-
siderably exceeding the entire valley of the Mississippi. To
the South was left the portion of the Territory of Louisiana
ai.n south of 36 30, and the portion north of it included in
of Missouri. The porticn lying south of 36 30, in-
cluding the States of Louisians and Arksasas, and the terri-
tory lying west of the latter and south of 36 30, called the In-
dian conntry. These, with the Territory of Florida, now the
State, makes in the wholo, 233,503 square miles. T'o this
mast be added the territory acquired with Texas. If the
whole should be added to the Southern section, it would make
an inorease of 325,520, which would make the whols left to
the South, ”.025. Bat a large of Texas is still in con-
test betwoen the two sections, which leavea it unoertain what
will be the real exteat of the portion of territory that may
be loft to the South.

. I have not included the territory reeently aoquired by the
treaty with Mexico. The North is meking the most strenu-

ous efforts to appropriate the whole to hitrself, by excludi
the South from every foot uf it. 1f she should succeed, it w

add to that from which the South has already been exeluded,
528,078 square miles, and would increase the whole which the

the first that the agitation e
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ments, would not have been loat to her.
that many of the duties wmd. not for revenue, but
in to put money, not in the

treasury, but directly into the pockets of the man
fume co tion may be formed of the immense smount
long course of sixty years, have been transfer-
red fbr:m South to N&rlh. Th::;.tue n: l‘.hi? by“fwh.;:h it
can be estimated with any cer ; bu is saic io say
that it lmounutohnndm{h of millions of dollars. Under
the most moderate estimate, it would be sufficient to add
tly to the wealth of the North, and thus greatly increase

This, combined with the at and primary cause, amply
explaing why the North acquired & preponderance
over every department of the government, by its dispropor-
tionate ineresse of population and States. The former, as
has been shown, has inereased in fifty years. 2,400,000 over
that of the South. This increase of po on, during so
long a period, is satisfactorily accounted for, by the number
of emigrants, and the increase of Lheir damndlgu. which
have been attracted to the Northern section from Europe and
the South, in consequence of the advantages derived from the
causes assigned. If they had not existed—if the South had
retained oll the capital which has teen extracted from herby

the fiscal action of the government ; and, if it had not been |

excluded by the ordinance of *S87 und the Missouri ecompro-
mise, from the region lying betwzea the Ohio and the Missis-
sippi rivers, and between the Mississippi and the Rocky
mountains, north of 36 30—it scarcely admits of a doubt that
it would have divided the emigration with the North, and by
retaining her own people, would have at least equalled the
North in population under the consus of 1840, and probably
pnder that about to be taken. She would also, if she hadre-
tained her equal rights in those territories, have maintained
an equality in the number of States with the North, and have
reserved the equilibrium between the two sections that ex-
Eted at the commencement of the government. The loss,
then, of the equilibrium, is to be nttributed to the action of
this government. . T
But while these measures were destroying the equilibrium
between the two scctions, the action of the Government was
leading to a radioal change in its character, by concentrating
all the power of the system in itself. The vecasion will not
srmil me to trace the measures Ly which this ﬁnnt change
as been consummated. If it did, it would nof be dificult to
show that the niocess commenced at an early period of the
Govarnment ; that it proceeded, almost without interruption,
step by step, until it absorbed virtually its entire powers,
but without going through the whole process to establish the
fact, it may be done satisfactorily by n very short statement.

That the Government claims, and practically maintains,
the right to decide in the last resort, as to the extent of its
powers, will searcely be denied by any one conversant with
the political history of the country. That it alzo claims the
right to resort to force to maintain whatever power she claims,
against all opposition, is equally certain. Indeed it is appa-
rent, from what we daily hear, that this has become the pro-
vailing and fixed opinion of a great majority of the commu-
nity.

Now, 1 ask, what limitation can possibly be placed upon
the powers of a government claiming and exercising such
rights? And, ifnone can be, how can the separate govern-
ments of the States maintain and protect the powers reseryv-
ed to them by the constitution, or the peeple of the several
States maintain those, which are reserved to them, and
among others, the sovereign powers by which they ordained
und established, not only their separate State constitution
and governments, but also the constitution and governmenti
of the United States? Bat, if they have no constitutional
means of maintaining them against the right claimed by this

government, it necessarily follows, that they hold them at
its pleasure and discretion, and that all the powers of the
system are in reality concentrated in it.

It nlso follows, that

the character of the government has been charged in conse-
uence, from a feders] republic, as it originally came from
the hands of its framers, and that it has becen eharged into a
great nationnl consolidated democracy. It has indeed, at
resent, all the charsecteristics of the latter and not one of the
ormer, although it still retains its outward form.

The result of the whole of these causes combined is, that
the North has nired a decided ascendancy over every de-
partment of thmovemmout, and through it a control over
all the powers of the system. A single section governed by
the will of & numoricafmnjorit.y. has now, in fact, the control
of the Government and the entire powers of the system.—
What was once a constitutional federal Republic, is now
eonverted, in reality, into one as absolute as that of the Au-
tocrat of Russia, and as despotic in its tendency, as any ab-
solute government that ever existed.

At then, the North has the absolute control over the Gov-
ernment. it is manifest, that on all questions between it and
the Sonth, where there is & diversity of interests, the interest
of the latter will be sacrificed to the former, however oppres-
sive the effects may be, as the South sses no means by
which it can resist, through the action of the Government.—
But if there was no question of vital importance to the South,
in reference to which there was a diversity of viewa- between
the two sections, this state of things might be endured, with-
out the hazard of destruction to the South. But such is not
the fact. There is a guestion of vital importance to the
Southera section in reference to which the viewsand feelings
of the two sections are as opposite and hostile as they can
possibly be.

I refer to the relation between the two races in the Sonth-
ern section, which constitutes a vital portion of her social or-
ganization. FEvery portion of the North entertains views
and feelings more orl;:ss hostile to it. Those most opposed
and hoetile regard it as a sin, and consider themselves under
the most sacred obligation to use every effort to destroy it.—
Indecd, to the extent that they conceive they have power,
they regard themselves as implicated in the sin, and respon-
sible for suppressing it, by the use of all and every mecans.
Those less opposed and hostile regard it as a erime—an of-
fence aguinst humanity, as they call it—and, although not so
fanaticsl, feel themeelves bound to use all efforts to effect the
same object, while those who are least opposed and hostile re-
gard it as a blot and a stain on the character of what they
call the nation, and feel themselves accordingly bound to give
it no countenance or support. On the contrary, the Southern
section regards the relation as one which cannot be destroyed

without suhjecting the two races to the greatest calamity,
and the section to poverty, desolation, and wretchedness, and
accordingly they feel bound, by every consideration of inter-
est and safoty, to defend it.

"This hostile feeling on the part of the North towards the
social organization of the South, long lay dormant, but it
only required some cause to act on those who felt most in-
tensely that they were responsible for its continuance, to call
it into action. e inerensing power of this government,
and of the control of the Northern section over all its depart-
ments, farnished the cause. It was this which made an im-
pression on the minds of many, that there was little, or no
restraint, to prevent the government from doing whatever it
might choose to do. This was sufficient of itself to put the
most fanatical portion of the North in action for the purpose
of destroying tgg existing relation between the two races at
the Sou!i. )

The first organized movement towards it commenced in
1885. Then, for the first time, societics were organized,
presses established, lectures sent forth to excite the people of
the North, and incendiary publications scattered over the
whole Nouth, through the mail. The South was thoroughly
aroused. Meetings were held everywhere, and resolutions
adoptod, calling upon the North to apply a remedy to arrest
the threatened evil, and pledging themselves to adopt meas-
ures for their own proteetion, if it was not arrested. At the
meeting of Congress petitons poured in from the North, call-
ing upon Congress to abolish slavery in the Distriet of Col-
umbia, and to prohibit what they ecalled the internal slave
trade between the States, announcing at the same timg, that
their ultimate object was to abolish slavery, not only in the
Distriot, but in the States and throughout the Union. At
that period, the number engaged in the agitation was small,
and possessed little or no personal influence.

Neither party in Congress had, at that time, any sympa-
thy with them, or their cause. The members of each party

resent«d their petitions with great reluctance. Neverthe-

wss, as small and contemptible as the party then was, both
of the great parties of the North dreaded them. They fealt,
that though small, they were organized in reference to asub-
jeot which had a great and a commanding influence over the
'kort.hem mind. Each party, on that sccount, feared to o
pos~ their
vantage of the one who might )
tions. The effect was thsﬁmth united in iusisting that the
titions should be received, and that Congress should take
r:risdieﬁon of the suhject for which they prayed. To justi-
fy their course, they took the extraordinary ground, ?hat
on was bound to receive petitions on every subjoect,
however objectionable it might be, and whether they had or
had not jurisdietion over the subject. These views prevailed
in the House of Representatives, and partially in the Senate,
and thus the party sacceeded in their first movements in
gaining what they pmg:ud—-a. position in Congress, from
which agitation could be extended over the whole Union.—
This was the commencement of the agitation, which has ever
since continued, and which, as is now acknowledged, has en-
dangered the Union itself.

As for myself, I belicved at that ear?_periofl-if the party
who got up the petitions should succeed in getting Congress
to hEe jurisdiction, that agitation would follow, and that it
would in the end, if not arrested, destroy the Union. I'thon
so expressed mysclf in debate, and called upon both parties to
take grounds against nssuming jurisdiction, butin vain. Had
my voice been heeded, and had Congress refuscd o iake
jurisdiction, by the united votes of all parties, the agitation
which followed wonld have been prevented, snd the fanatical
zeal that gives impulse to the agitation, and which has bronght
us Lo our nt perilous eondition, would have become ex-
tinguished from the want of something to feed the flame.—
That was the time for the North to show her devotion to the
Union ; but unfortunately both of the great parties of that
section were so intent on obtaining or retainin P‘:{ ascen-
deney, that all other considcration were overlooked or for-

tien. =

titions, lest the opposite ty =hould tuke ad-
: kgo:o, bi;.;n\-oring their peti-

uwences.
With the suecess of their first {m‘eu:lent, lt;hitlhmul] fl::el-éc:l
ty began to uire strength ; and wit! at to me
r:ro{ieetg of coumip to both of the great parties. The ne-
OUSSATY €O nence was, a further increase of power, anda
gradaal m":?ng of the opinions of hoth of the other parties
with their doctrines, until the infection has extended over
both ; and the great mass of the population of the North, who,
whatever may be their opinion of the original abolition
» Which still its dﬂtfh;sul:o organization, hard-

ever fail, when it comes to acting, m—:;uuw in carry-
i;g out their measures. With the increase of their influence,
they extended the sphere of their action. Ina short time af-
tor tho commencement of their first movement they had ac-
quired sufficient influence to induce the of most
of the Northern Staies to pass acts, which in effect abrogat-

What has sinee followed are but the natural conseq
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itso small contemptible beginning until it
its present magnitude, diminished in force 1 Is
original cause of the movewment, that slavery is a sin, and
ought to be , weaker now than at the com
ment? Oris Abolition party less numerous or influen-
tinl, or have they less jufluence over, or econtrol over the two
e North in elections? Or has the South
reater meaus of influencing or controlling the movements of
&il government now, than it had when agitation com-
menced 1 i ™

To all these questions but one answer can be given, no, n:.’li
no. The very reverse is true. Instead of being weaker,
the elements in favor of agitation are stron,
were in 1835, when it first commenced, while all the elements
of influence on the part of the South are weaker.
something decisive is doue, I again ack, what is
this agitation, before the great and final object at
aims—the abolition of slavery in the States—is consummat-
ed T Is it, then, not certain that if something decisive is not
now done to arrest it, the South will be fo to choose be-
tween abolition and secession 1 Indeed, as events are now
moving, it will not require the South to secade to dissolve
the Union. Agitation will of itself effect it, of which its
past history furnishes abundant proof, as I shall next proceed
to show.

It is a great mistake to suppose that disunion can be effect-
ed by a single blow. The cords which bind these States
toget.ier in one common Union, are far too numerous and
powerful for that. Disunion must be the work of time. It ie
only through a long ss, and sovereignty, that the cords
can be sna until the whole fabrie falls asunder. Already
the agitation of the slavery question has snapped some of the
most important, and has greatly weakened allthe others, as
I shall proceed to show.

The cords that bind the States together are not only ma-
ny, but various in character. Some are spiritual or ecclesi-
astical ; some political ; others social. Some appertain to the
benefit conferred by the Union, and others to the feeling of
duty and obligation.

'ﬂ:e strongest of those of a spiritual and eeclesiastical na-
ture consisted in the unity of the great religious denomina-
tions, all of which originally embraced the whole Union. All
these denominations, with the exception, perhaps, of the
Catholics, were organized very much upon the prineiple of
our political institutions ; beginning wit smaller meetings
corresponding with the politieal divisions of the country,
their organization terminated in one great contral assemblage,
corresponding very much with the charactor of Congress. At
these meetings the principal clergymen and lay members of
the respective denominations from all parts of the Union met
to transact business relating to their common concerns. It
was not confined to what appertained to the doctriscs and
discipline of the respective denominations, but extended to
plans for disseminating the Bible, establishing missionaries,
distributing tracts, and of establishing presses for the publi-
eation of tracts, newspapers, and periodicals, with a view of
diffusing religious information, and for the support of the doc-
trines and creeds of the denomination.

All this combined contributed greatly to strengthen the
bonds of the Union. The strong ties which held each denom-
ination together formed a strong <ord to hold the whole Union
together ; but, as powerful as they were, they have not been
able to resist the explosive effect of slavery agitation. .

The first of these cords which snapped, under its explosive
force, was that of the powerful Methodist Episcopal Church.
‘The numerous and strong ties which held it together are all
broke, and its unity gone. They now form separate church-
es ; and, instead of that fecling of attachment and devotion
to the interests of the whole church which was formerly felt,
they are now arrayed into two hostile bodies, engaged in liti-
gation about what was formerly their common property.

The next cord that snapped was that of the Baptists, one
of the largest and most respectable of the denominations.—
That of the Preshyterian is not entirely pped, but some of
its strands huve given away. That of the Lpiscopul Church
is the only one of the four great Protestant denominations
which remains unbroken and entire.

The strongest cord, of a political character, consists of the
many and strong ties that have held together the two great
parties which have, with some modifications, exis from
the beginuing of the government. They both extended to
every portion of the Union, and strongly contributed to hold
all its parts together. But this powerful cord has fared no
better than the spiritual. It resisted for a long time the ex-
plosive tendency of the agitation, but has finally snapped un-
der its foree—if not entirely, in a great measure. Nor 1s there
one of the remaining cords whiehfmve not been greatly weak-
ened. To this extent the Union has already been destroyed
by agitation, in the only way it can bhe, by snapping asunder
snd weakening the cords which bind it together. —

If the agitation goes on, the same force, acting with in-
creased intensity, as has been shown, will finally snap every
chord, when notiing will be left to hold the States together
except force. But surely that can, with no propriety of lan-
guage, be ealled a Union, when the only means by which the
weaker is held connected with the stronger portion is force.
It may, indeed, keep them connected ; but the connexion will
partake much more of the character of subjugation, on the
part of the weaker to the stronger, than the union of free, in-
dependent, and sovereign States, in one confederation, as
they stood in the early stages of the government, and which
only is worthy of the sacred name of Union.

Ifaﬁng now, Senutors, explained what it isthat endangers
the Union, and traced it to its canse, and explained its nature
and character, the question again recurs—how can the Union
be saved? To this | answer, there is but one way by which
it can be, and that is by adopting such measurs as will satis-
fy the States belonging to the Southern section that they
can remain in the Union consistantly with their honor and
their safety. There is, again, only one way by which that
can be effected, and that is by removing the caunses by wlngh
this belief has been produced. Do that, and discontent will
cease, harmony and kind feelings between the sections be
restored and every apprehension of danger to the Union re-
moved. The question then, is—by what can this be done?
But, before I undertake to answer this question, I propose to
show by what the Union ennnot be smre%-

It cannot, then, he saved by culogies on the Union, how-
ever splendid or numerous. The ery of * Union, Union—the
glorious Union !’ can no more prevent disunion than the ery
of * Health, health—glorious health!" on the rt of the
physician, can save a patient lying da;xigerous]y ill. So long
as the Union, instead of being regarded as a protector, is re-
garded in the opposite character, by not much less thana
majority of the States, it will be in vain to attempt to con-
ciliate them by pronouncing eulogies on it.

Besides, this cry of Union comes commonly from those who
we cannot believe to be sincere. It usually comes from our
assailants. But we cannot believe them to be sincere ; for,
if they loved the Union, they would necessarily be devoted
to the Constitution. It made the Union, and to destroy the
Constitution would be to destroy the Union. But the only
reliable and certain evidence of devotion to the Constitution
is, to abstain, on the one hand, from violating it, and to re-

1, on the other, all attempts to violate it. It is only _by
aithfully performing these high duties that the Constitution
can be preserved, and with it the Unlon. .

But how stands the professions of devotion to the Union
by our assailants, when brought to the test T Have they ab-
stained from violating the constitution? Let the many acts
passed by the Northern States to set aside and annul the
clause of the constitution providing for the delivery up of
fugitive slaves answer. I cite thig, not that it is the only in-
stance, (for there are many others,) but because the violation
in this particular is too notorious and ﬁmlp-.ble to be denied.
Again ; have they stood forth faithfully to repel violations
of the constitution 7 Let their course in reference to the
agitation of the slavery question, which was commenced and
has bLeen carried on for en years, avowedly for the pur-

se of abolishing slavery in the States—an object all ac-

nowledged to be unconstitutional—answer. Let them show
a single instance, during this long period, in which they
have denounced the agitators or their attempts to effect what
is adnitted to be nnconstitutional, or & singre messure which
they bave brought forward for that purpose. How ean we,
with :ll these facts before us, believe that they are sinceae in
their profession of cevotion of the Union, or avoid believing
their profession is but intended to increase the vigor of their
azsaults and weaken the force of our resistance ? )

Nor can we regard the profession of devotion to the Union,
on the part of tEom who are not our assailants, as sincere,
when they pronounce eulogies upon the Union, evidently with
the intent of ehsrging us with disunion, without uttering one
word of denunciation against our assailants. If friends of the
Union, their course should be to unite with us in repelling
these assaults, and denouncing the authors as enemies of the
Union. Why they avoid this, and pursue the course they do,
it is for them to explain. g

Nor can the Union be saved by invoking the name of the
illustrious Southerner whose mortal remains repose on the
western bank of the Potomac. He was one of us—a slave-
holder and a planter. We have studied his history, and find
nothing in it to justify submission to wrong. On the contra-
ry, his great fame rests on the solid foundation that, while ho
was careful to avoid doing wrong to others, he was prompt
and decided in repelling wrong. Itrust that, in this respect,
we profited by his example.

Nor can we find any thing in his bistory to deter us from
seceding from the Union, should it fail to fulfil the objectsfor
which it was instituted, by being permanently and hopeless-
ly converted into the means of opgresuing instead of protec-
ting us. On the cont , we find much in his example to
encourage us, should we be foreed to the extremity
ding hetween submission and disunion.

"ﬁ:ere existed then, as well as now, a union— lhat between

rent country and her then eolonies. It was a union that
E:a\l much to endear it to the people of the colonies. Under

eare, the colonies were
courso of

|

deci-

its protecting and superintendin
planted and grew up and prospered, through a lo
years, until 510 become populous and wealthy. Its bonefits
were not limited to them. Their extensive eunltural and
other productions, gave birth to a flourishing commerce
which richly rewarded the rrcnt country for the trouble an
expense of establishing and protecti them. Washington
was born and grew up to ml.tﬁ:nood under that unicn. He ac-
quired his early distinetion in its service, and there is every
reason to beliove that ho was devotedly attached to it.

But his devotion was a rational one. He was attached to
it, not as an end, but as a means to an end. \\:hen it failed
to fulfil its end, and, instead of & protection, was con-
verted into the means of oppressing the-ealonies, he did not
hesitate to draw his sword, and heuidloflmt movement by
which that union was forever severed, and the- independence

of these Siates established. This was the great orown-
ing glory of his life, which has his fame over tho whale

glg‘bo, nnd&ill transmit it to tgolh dil:m ity. St

or can the plan rognsed the tingdi T
U&omKexllmk,mrtnof&e nd:nki'n.l::ntion,nwth;

nion. by, without remar e plan propose

by the Son.ntor,p::sd pgooeed direetly to the consideration of
that of the administration. I, however, assure the distin-
guished and able Senator, that in taking this course, no dis-
respect whatever is intended to him or his plan. 1 have adop-

it, because so many Senators of disti ed sbilities,

North has jated to herself to 1,764,023, not including | #d the of the Constitution that providaes for the de- who were present whon he delivered his ch; and ex ’
the M"‘m may succeed to in excluding us from in | livery up of fugitive slaves. his plan, snd who mrnny_q_-uow::mm to the side
T To sum up the whole, the United States, sinco they | Not long after, petitions followed to aholish ahvﬁ’: &oﬂmt, have to him.
od their : have acquired 2,873,046 forts, and dock yards ndll!otlur'ﬁ:n- : lan of the mm“ _ cannot save the Union,
miles of territory, fro wﬁﬂthNurthwillh“a;m-C exelusive Wo(’hgilhﬁon is was fol- | beeaunse it ean have no effect whatever towards sat the
the South, if sbo i the newly | lowed by “aod ‘resolations of Leg of the | States composing the Southern section of the Union, that
uired territarfes, rtha of the whole, leaving | Northern , and popular meetings, to exclude the South- | they can, consistently with safely and hovor, remain in the
mho South but sbout ene-fu ern States from all territoriee acquired, o to be acquired, | Union. Jtis in fact but a modificution of the Wilmot provi-

which 1t | ag o

the latter is much the least objectio .

bject, openly, boldly, and distinetly. It elaims for
8.,:.:.:- ited power zrer the '{‘u-ritories, and pro
to mssert it over the Territories aequired from Mexico, by a
positive prohibition of slavery. Not so the Executive provi-
so. It takes an indirect course, and in order to eluder the
Wilmot proviso, and thereby avoid encountering the united
and determined resistance of the South, it denies, by impli-
eation, the authority of Congress to legislate for the Territo-
ries, and claims the right as belonmn&axclunvely to t.l:_e in-
habitants of the Territories. But to effect the objeet of ex-
cluding the South, it takes care, in the mean time, to let in
emigrants freely from the Northern States and all other juar-
ters, exeept from the South, which it takes ial care to
exelude by holding up to them the danger hoaving their
slaves li under the Mexican laws. The mecessary
nence is to exclude the South from the Territory, just
as effcctually as would the Wilmot proviso. T. <nly differ-
ence in this respect is, that what one proposes to effoct direct-
Iy and openly, the other proposes to effect indirectly and cov-

ertly. :

K:nt the Executive proviso is more objectionable than the
Wilmot, in another and more importat particular. The
latter, to effect its object, inflicts a dangerous wound upon
the constitution, by depriving the Southern States, as
joint partners and owners of the territories, of their rightsin
them ; but it inflicts no greater wound than is absolutely ne-

to effect its object. The former, on the contrary,
while it inflicts the same wound, inflicts others equally great,
and, if possible, greater as ] shall next proceed to explain.
“In claiming the right for the inhabitants, instead of Con-
s, to legislate for the territories, in the Executive provi-
80, it assumes that the sovereignty over the territoriesis vested
in the former ; or to express it in the language in & re-
solution offered by one of the Senators from Texas, (Gen.
Honston, now absent,) they have * the same inherent right
of self-government as the people in the States.” The as-
sumntion is utterly unfounded, unconstgtutionnl, without ex-
ample, and contrary to the entire practice of the government,
from its commencement to the present time, as [ shall pro-
ceed to show. . )

The recent movements of individuals in California to form
o constitution and State government, and to appoint Sena-
ters and Representatives, is the first fruit of this monstrous
assumption. If the individuals, who made this movement,
had gone into California as adventurers, and if, as such, they
had econquered the territory and established their indepen-
dence, the sovereignty of the country would have been vested
in them, as a separate and independent community. In that
case, they would have had the right to form a constitution,
and to establish a government for themselves ; and if, after-
wards, they thought proper to apply to Congress for admis-
sion into the Union as a sovereign and independent State, all
this wonld have been regular and according to established
principles. But such is not the er se. It was the United States
who conquered California and finally acquired it by treaty.
The sovereiguty, of course, is invested in them, and not in
the individuals who have attempted to form a constitution
and a State, without their consent. All this is ¢lear, beyond
controversy, unless it can be shown that they have sinece lost
or been divested of their sovereignty.

Nor is it less clear, that the power of legislating over the
aequired territory is vested in Congress, and not, as i3 as-
sumed, in the inhabitants of the territories. None can deny
that the goverument of the United States have the power to
sequire territories, either by war or treaty ; but il the power
to acquire exists, it belongs to Congress to carry it into ex-
ecution. On this point there can be no doubt, for the consti-
tution expressly provides, that Congress shall have power
* to make all laws which shall be necessary and proper to
carry into execution the foregoing powers,”” (tbose vested in
Congress,) ** snd all othor powers vested by ‘his constitution
in the government of the United States, or in any department
or nffice thereof.”> It matters not, then, where the power
is vested ; for, if vested at all in the government of the Unit-
ed States, or any of its departments, or officers, the power of
earrying it into execution iz clearly vested in Congress. But
this important provision, while it givesto Congress the power
of legislating over territories, imposses important restrictions
on its exercise, by restricting Congress to passing laws ne-
eesssay and proper for earrying the power into execeution.—
The prohibition extends, not only to all laws not suitable or
appropriate to the object of the power, but also to all that are
unjust, unequal, or unfair, for all such laws would be unne-
neszary and improper, and, therefore, unconstitutional.

Having now established, beyond cont:oversy, that the
sovereignty over the territories is vested in the United
States—that is in the several States compnsing the Union ;
and that the power of legislating over them is expressly
vested in Congress, it follows that the individuals in Cali-
fornia who have undertaken to form a constitution and a
State, and to exercise the power of legislating without the
consent of Congress, have usurped the sovereignty of the
State and the authority of Congress, and have acted in open
defiance of both. In other words, what they have done is
revolutionary and rebellious in its character, anarchical in its
tendency, and calculated to lead ro the most dangerous con-
seqnences. Had they acted from premeditation and de-
gign, it would have been, in fact, actual rebellilon ; but
such is not the case. The blame lies much less upon them
than upon those who have indueced them to take a courseso
unconstitutional and dangerous. They have been led into it
by langauge held here, and the course pursued by the exec-
utive branch of the government.

I have not seen the answer of the Executive to the ealls
made by the two Houses of Congress for information as to
the course which it teok, or the part which it acted, in re-
ference to what was done in California. I understand the
answers have not yet been printed. But there is enough
known to justify the aseertion, that those who profess to
represent and act under the authority of the Executive,
have advised, aided, and eucourged the movement, which
terminated in forming, what they call the Constitution and a
State. General Riley, who professed to act as civil Gover-
nor, called the Couvention, determined on the number and
distribution of the delegates, nppointed the time and place
ol its meeting, was present during the session, and gave its
proceedings his approbation and sanction. If he acted with-
out authority, he ought 1o have been tried, or at least repri-
manded and disavowed. Neither having been done, the
presumption is, that his course has been approved. This of
itself is sufficient to identify the Executive with his acls,
and (o make it responsible for them. 1 touch not the ques-
tion, whether General Riley was appointed or received the
instructions under which he professed to act from the pres-
ent Executive orits predecessor. If from the former, it would
implicate the preceding as well as the present Administra-
tion. If not, the responsibility rests exclusively on the
present,

It is manifest from this statement, that the Executive
Department has undertaken to perform acts preparatory to
the meeting of the individuals to form their so-called con-
stitution and government, which appertain exclusively to
Congress. Indeed, they are identical in many respects,
with the provisions adopted by Congress, when it gives
permission to a territory to form a constitution and govern-
ment, in order to be admitted as a State into the Univn.

Having now shewn that the assumption upon which the
Executive and the individuals in California acted through-
out this whole affair, is unfounded, unconstitutional, and
dangerous, it remains to make a few remarks, in ordtr to
show that what has been done is contrary to the entire
practice of the government from its commencement to the
present time.

From its commencement until the time that Michigan
was admitted, the practice was uniform. Territorial gov-
ernments were first organized by Congress. The govern-
ment of the United States appointed the Governors, Judg-
es. Secretaries, Marshals, and other officers, and the inhabi-
tants of the territory were represented by legislative bodies,
whose acis were subject to the revisions of Congress.
This state of things continued until the government ol a
territory applied to Congress to permit its inhabitants to
form a constitution and government, preparatory to admis-
sion into the Union. The preliminary act to giving per-
mission was, to ascertain whether the inhabitants were suf-
ficiently numerous to authorize them to be formed intoa
State. This wasdone by taking a census. That being
done, and the number proving sufficient, permission was
granted.

The act granting it, fixed all the preliminaries—-the time
and place of holding the convention ; the qualification,
of the voters ; cstablishment of its boundaries, and all oth-
er measures necessary to be settled previous to admission.
The act giving permission necessarily withdraws the sover-
eignty of the United States, and leaves the inhabitants of
the incipient State as free to form their constitution
and government, as weré the original States of the Union
after they had declured their independence. At this stage,
the inhabitants of the territory became for the first t!me a
people, in legal and constitutional language. Prior to
this, they were, by the old acts of Congress, called inhabi-
tants, and not people. All this is perfectly consistent with
the sovereignty of the United States, with the powers of
Congress, and with the right of a people to selfl govern-
ment .

Michigan was the first casein which there was any de-
parture from the uniform rule of acting. Hers was a very
slight departure from established usage. The ordinance of
’87 secured to her the right of becoming a State, when she
should have 60,000 inhabitants. Owing to some neglect,
Con%rm delayed taking the census. In the meantime her
population increased, untilit clearly exceeded more than
twice the number which entitled her to admission. At
this stage she formed a constitution and government with-
out the census being taken by the United States, and Con-
gress waived the omission, as there was no doubt she had
more than sufficient number to entitle her to admission.
She wasnot admitted at the first session she applied, owing
to some difficulty respecting the boundary between her and
Ohio. The great irregularity, as to admission, took place at
the next session, but on a point which can have no pos-
sible connexion with the case of Californta.

The irregularities in all other cases that have since oc-
curred are of a similar nature. In all, there existed territo-
rial governments established by Congress, with officers ap-
pointed by the United States. In all, the territorial govern-
ment tooXx the lead in cal ling conventions, and fixing pre-
liminaries preparatory to the formation of a constitution
and admission into the Union. They all recognized the
sovereignty of the United States, and the authority of Con-
F" over the territories; and wherever there was any

eparture {rom established u it was done on the pre-
sumed consent of Congress, and not in defiance of its au-
thority, or the sovereignty of the United States over the ter-
ritories. In this respect California stands alone, without
usage or a single example to cover her case.

It belongs, now, Senators, for you to decide what part
mwm act in ce to this unprecedented transaction.

Executive has laid the paper pu ng to be the con-
stitution of California before you, and asks you to admit
her into the Union as a State; and the question is, will
you or will you notadmit her. It isa grave question, and
there rests upon you a heavy responsibility. Much, very
much will d upon your decision. If you admit her,
you endorse and give your sanction to all that bas been

say, that

| ees, in the early stage of the government,
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onth to support th surrender the pow-
.m' Are - prqmez g it that the inhabitants of
the territ possess the soveteignty over them, and that
any number, more or less, may ¢ any extent of territory

they please ; muy form a constitution and government, and
erect it into a State, without asking your permission 7 Are

ou prepared to surrender the mvu:dg:{‘nd the United
gmu over whatever territory may be er acqulred to
the first adventurers who may rush intoit 7 Are you pre-
pared to surrender virtually to the Executive W
all the fo'm which you have heretofore exercised over the
territories 1

If not, how can g:u consistently with your duty and your
oaths to support the constitution, give your assent to the
admission of California as a State, under a pretended con-
stitution and government? Again, can you belleve that
the project of a constitution which they have tdof‘led, has
the fm; validity ? Can you believe that there is such a
State in reality as the State of California? No; there is
no such State. It has no legal or constitutional existence.
It has no validity, and can have none, without your sanc-
tion. How, then, can gou admit it as a State, when accor-
ding to the provision of the constitution, your poweris lim-
ited to admitling new Stafes. To be admitted, it must be a
State, an existing State, independent of your sanction, be-
fore gou can admit. When you give your permission to the
inhabitants of a territory to form a constitution and a State,
the constitution and State they form, “derive their anthority
from the people, and not from you. The State before ad-
mitted is actually a State, and does not become so by the
acl of ission, as would be the case with California,
should you admit her contrary to constitutional pruvisions
and established usage heretofore,

The Senators on the other side of the Chamber must per-
mit me 10 make a few remarks in this connection particu-
larly applicable to them, with the exception of a few Sena-
tors from the South, siiting on that side of the Chamber,
when the Oregon question was before this body not two
years since. You took (if I mistake not) universally the
Fruund that Congress had the sole and absolute power of
egislating for the territories. How then, can you now, af-
ter the short interval which has elapsed, abandon the ground
which you took, and thereby virtually admit that the pow-
er of legislating, instead of being in Congrees, is in the in-
Labitants of the territories? How can you justify and
sanction by your votes the acts of the Executive which are
in direct derogation of what yon then contended for? But
to approach still nearer to the present time, how caa you,
after condemning, little more than n year since, the grounds
taken by the party which you defeated at the last election,
wheel round and support by your votes the grounds which,
as explained recently on this flcor by the candidate of the
party in the last election, are identical with those on which
the Executive has actcd in reference to California? What
are we to understand by ull this? Must we conclude that
there is no sincerity, no faith in the acts and declarations
of public men, and that all is mere acting or hollow profes-
sion? Orare we o conclude that the exclusion of the
South from the territory acquired from Mexico is an object
of so paramount a character in your estimation, that right,
justice, constitution and consistency, mus: all yield, when
they stand in the way of our exclusion 7

But, it may be asked, what is to be done with California,
should she not be admitted? 1 answer, remand her back to
the territorial condition, as was done in the case of Tennes-
Congress, in
her ecase, had established a territorial government in the
usual form, with 8 Governor, Judges, and other officers, ap-
pointed by the United Siates. She was entitled, under the
deed of cession, to be admitted into the Union as a State,
as soon as she had sixty thousand inhabitants. The terri-
torial government, believing it had that number, took a cen-
sus, by which it appeared it exceeded it. She then formed
a constitution, and applied for admission. Congress refu-
sed to admit her, on the ground that the census should be
taken by the United Siates, and that Congress had not de-
termined whether the territory should be formed intoene or
two States, as it was authorised to de under the cession.
She returned quietly to her territorial condition. An act
was passed to take a census by the United States, contain-
ing a provision that the territory should form one State.—
All afterwards was regularly conducted, and the territory
admitted as a Stale, in due form. The irregularities in the
case of California are immeasurably greater, and offer
much stronger reasons for pursuing the same course. But,
it may be said, California may not submit. That is not
probable ; but if she should not, when she refuses, it will
then be time for us to decide what is to be dene,

Having now shown what cannot save the Union, I re-
turn to the questivn with which I commenced. How can
the Union be saved? There is but one way by which it
can with any certainty, and that is by a full and final settle-
ment, on the principle of justice, of all the questions at is-
sue between the two sections. The South asks for justice,
simple justice, and less she ought not io take., She has no
compromise to offer, but the constitution ; and no conces-
sion or surrender 10 make. She has already surrendered so
much thut she has little left to surrender. Sucrh a settle-
ment would go to the root of the evil, and remove all cause
of discontent. By satisfying the South, she could remain
honorably and safely in the Union, and thereby restore the
harmony and fraternal feelings between the sections, which
existed anterior to the Missouri agitation. Nothing else
can, with any certainty, finally and forever settle the ques-
tions at issue, terminale agitation, and save the Union.

But can this be done. Yes, easily; not by the weaker
party, for it can of itself do nothing—not even protect it-
gelfl—but by the stronger. The North has only to will it to
accomplish it—to do justice by ciuneeding to the South an
equel right in the acquired territory, and to do her duty by
causing the stipulations relative 1o fugitive slaves to be
faithfully fulfilled—to cease the agitation of the slave ques-
tion, and to provide for the insertion of a provision in the
constitution, by an amendment, which will restore to the
South in substance the power she possessed of protecting
herself, before the equilibrium between the sections was des-
troyed by the action of this government. There will be no
difficulty in devising such a provision. One that will pro-
tect the South, and which, at the sume time, will improve
and strengthen the government, instead of impairing and
weakening it.

But will the North agree to do this? It is for her to
answer this question. But, I will say, she cannot refuse, if
she has half the love of the Union which she professes to
have, or without justly exposing herscll to the charge that
her love of power and aggrandizement is far greater than
her love of the Union. Atall events, the responsibility of
saving the Union rests on the North, and not the South.—
The South cannot save it by any act of hers, and the North
may save it without any sacrifice whatever, unless to do
justice, and to perform her duties under the censtitution,
should be regarded by her as a sacrifice.

It is ime, Senators, that there should be an open and
manly avowal on all sides, as to what is intended to be
done. If the question is not now seitled, it is uncertain
whether it ever can hereafter be ; and we, as the representa-
tives of the Siates of this Union, regarded as Governments,
should come to u distinct understanding as to our respec-
tive views, in order to ascertain whether the great questions
at issue can be settled or not. If you, who represent the
stronger portion, cannot agree Lo settle them on the broad
principle of justice and duty, say so; and let the States we
both represent agree to separate and part in peace. If you
are unwilling we should part in peace, tell us so, and we
shall know what to do when you reduce the question to
submission or resistance.

If you remain silent, you will compel us to infer by your
acts what you intend. In that case, California will become
the test question. 1f you admit her, under all the difficullies
that oppose her admission, you compel us to inler that you
intend to exclude us from the whole of the acquired territo-
ries, with the intention of destroying irretrievably the equi-
librinm between the two sections. We would be blind not
to perceive in that case, that your real objects are power and
aggrandizement, and infatuated not to act accordingly.

1 have now, Senators, done my duty in expressing my
opinions fully, freely, and candidly, on this solemn occa-
sion. In doing so, 1 have been governed by the motives
which have governed me in all the stages olyihe agitation
of the slavery question since its commencement. [ have
exerted myself, during the whole period, to arrzst it, with
the intention of saving the Union, rf it could be done ; and
if it could not, to save the section where it has pleased Pro-
ylde_nce to cast my lot, and which I sincerely believe has
Justice and the constitution on its side. Having farthfully
done my duty to the best of my ability, both to the Union
and my section, throughout this agitation, I shall have the

consolation, let what will come, that I am free from all re-
eponsibility.

Telegraphed for the Baltimore Sun.
New OriLeaxs, February 28.
Later from Callfornia.

Arrival of the Alabama—Inundation of Sacramento
City—Great Loss of Property—Gold Washed U
Fight with the Chilians—Col. Fremont and quﬁ{-—
The steamer Alabama arrived here to-day from

Panama. She brings 65 passengers and dates from

San Francisco to the 24th of January.

The Alabama brings four hundred and fifty thou-
sand dcllars worth olg gold dust on freight and be-
longing to passengers.

A terrible and destructive inundation had taken
place at Sacramento City, caused by the overflow of
the river—a thing that has not happened before to
So great an extent for many years. Nearly the en-
tire city was covered with water. Large numbers of
Cattle and other property have been swept away—
loss is very heavy, estimated in all at over one mil-
lion of dollars. Although this calamity has proved
cxceeding]ﬁy distressing to the citizens, yet it has
been beneficial in other respects. The overflowing
of the waters has washed out immense quantities of
gold from the earth where it had before remained
undiscovered.

At the mines near Stockton, the Chilians made
quite a fierce attack upon the Americans working
there. Several of the assassing were killed and a
nuzp.ber wounded on both sides, and many of the
Chilians taken prisoners. It is believed that this
ou will s0 incense the Americans that they will
not rest until the offenders are driven entirely out of
the country. The excitement had become intense.

Mrs. Fremont has recovered her health, and her-
self and hushand are about departing from Panama
for the United States. They will doubtless leave by
th%';ietthateamer.

e ship Prince de Joinville and barque Hermann
bad arrived at San Francisco from N::lv York.

A gentleman, in writing from the west to his bro-

ther in Ireland, says—* Pork is so plenty here that
every third person you meet is a prg. o
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DEMOCRATIC MEETING!
Wehave been requested togive notice, that » sses-
ing of the Demoeratic Party of New Heanover Conn~
ty, will be hcld in the Court~House in this Town on
Tussday of Court week, (13th inst.,) at 7 12 o’clock
ln the cvening, for the purpose of appointing dele-
gaotes to fhe Democratic State Convention, to be hetd
sometime in May next: A fall attendance is request=
ed.

County Court.—The March term of the Court of
Pleas and Quarter Sessions, for N. Hanover County,
will commence its session ont Monday next. It will
continue for two weeks.

Congress:

The wish to lay before our readers Mr. Calkoun's
long-locked-for speech upon the slavery question
must form our excuse for the omission of our usual
Congressional summary. But little, however, islost
by this, as that question has been the only one under
discuseion, and the chief interest of the week centres
in Mr. C’s speech, which we give in full, as read in
the Senate of the United States on the 4th inst., by
Mr. Mason of Virginia. We forbear comment,
which, indeed, the crowded state of our columns does
not permit, and which would, at any rate be unneces-
sary, as we presume every one will read the speeck
for himsclf. It will be scen that Mr. Calhoun re-
gards the admission of Califormia as forming the
grand test question at the present time, between the
North and the South. We cannot see that Mr.
Calhoun proposes any specific line of policy for the
adjustment of the pending difficulties.

Serious fears were at one time entertained, that
the recurrence of Mr. Doty's resolution instrueting
the Territorial Committee of the House to bring in a
bill for the immediate admission of California as
State, would be productive of stormy scenes in that
body. It will be remembered that this resolution
was introduced last Monday two weeks, and the pre-
vious question demanded upon it, with the view of
forcing it through without allowing any debate. This,
the Southern members defeated by raising points of
order. and making privileged motions, upon which
they demanded the yeas and nays. In this way, the
vote upon the main question was prevented until the
time for its consideration had expired. when it was
laid over under the rules for two weeks. On Mon-
day last, it would again have come up, and from the
excited feelings to which it had previously given rise,
it was feared that it would lead to scenes of violence.
This difficulty, however, was obviated, by the with-
drawal of the resolution. and the substitution of a
bill for the admission of California, which was refer-
red to the Committee of the Whole, thus secaring
full liberty of debate, and doing away with the gag
law of the previous qu~stion, which was the feature
g0 obnoxious to the minority upon a former occasion.

Rumours were prevalent both here and in Charles-
ton, during the latter part of last week, and the be-
ginning of this, to the effect that Washiugton ecity
had been the theatre of violent collisions between
members from the different sections. It is hardly
necessary to say that such rumours were totally un-
founded.

We notice, from the debates in the Senats on
Tuesday last, that Mr. Foote has taken ground
against Mr. Calhoun's proposed amendment of the
Constitution, for the purpose of giving the Southern
States a larger representation. This Mr. Calhoun
considers essential to the safety of the Union, by
restoring the equilibrium of the government, and en-
abling the South to protect herself. Mr. Foote con-
giders such proposition as injuricuss, bacanse imprac-
ticable. The constitution was good enough for him,
and all he wanted was that its provisions should be
carried out, as he believed they would be, under a
compromise which he hoped would be made within
theZnext ten days. He was al<o opposed to Mr. Cal-
houn’s indiscriminate censure of the North. It would
seem that Mr. Foote expresses the views of the ma-
jority of the Southern Senators, as it appears that he
took the ground which he did, after consultation
with his Southern colleagues.

—

CexTtrAL Rain Roap.—The Board of Commissioners
have issued a circular, announcing the completion of
the subscription, and calling for the first instalment
of five per cent.

Exrrosion.—On the lst instant, a locomotive on
the line between New York and Philadelphia. ex-
ploded, it is supposed, from the want of water in the
hoiler. Three men were killed, and some others ze-
verely wounded. The engine was totally demoligh-
ed. The accident occurred in the neighborhood of
Whitehill, New Jersey.

Ba7The Bﬁftic, a new steamship of 3,000 tons bur-
then, intended for Corrixs' European line, was
launched at New York on the 2d instant. The
steamship Republie, running between Baltimore and
Charleston, has been bought to run between New
York and California. She will immediately proceed
to New York.

SteaMBoAT Exprosion.—The steamer Clifton, of
Philadelphia, while Iying at New Castle, Delaware,
on the afternoon of the 2d instant, burst her boiler,
or rather some of the stay-holts of the boiler gave
way, and the escaping steam killed the engineer, and
scalded several others very dangerously. Nobody to
blame, of course.

Be¥=Gobey, for March, is upor: our table, contain-
ing, according to the table of contents, twenty-one
embellishments and thirty-five contributions. This
is about all we know of it, barring the three steel
plates at the beginning, which are very good ; at
least the © Little Angler™ is; the “Confidant” tells
no tale, or, ut least, has no point, and the beauty of
the picce is a fat girl, with ringlets as big as saura-

ges.

The Raleigh Times—Low Abuse.

The Times, a Federalist print, published in Ral-
eigh, by Cuas. C. Rasoreav, (we are thus particular
in describing it, because we doubt if any of our read-
ers has ever seen or heard of the thing before.) con-
tains in its last number a scurrilous article against
Messrs. Asix: and McKay. The latter gentleman it
denominates Old Jemmy, which it no doubt considers
a specimen of most refined wit. It also alludes to
Col. McDreavrp, of Bladen county, under the roman-
tic appellation of Dvearp Darcerry, totally uneon-
scious of the fact that it is striking at a member of
its own party—a good Whig. This elegant effusion
abounds in such characteristic phrases as—« No, sir-
ree.,” “hopping the twig or elimbing both sides of the
sapling,” &e., all of which are in perfeet keeping with
the Editor's reputation as a street rowdy, who knows
no argument beyond an appeal to brute force, and
whose only conc¢eption of wit is abuse. Of course,
the idea of seriously defending anybody against such
an assailant, is perfectly ridiculous.

Female Rloters.
Amongst the * rights of women,” the fair dames
of Pittshurg, Penn., scem to elaim that of rioting as
much as they please. On the 1st and 2d inst., seve-
ral of these amazons repaired to certain mills where
men were at work who had taken the place of oth-
ers who were on a strike, and compelled them, by
abusive lan and brickbats, to quit. They also
succeeded in ing a considerable amount of

property. One poor fellow, who was rather tardy in
quitting work, was hurried off to the river, and nar-

rowly escaped being thrown in.  Vire la petti—-.
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